
BROOKES  David  

 

 

 Private Royal Fusiliers  6th & 2nd Battalion.  

  86th Brigade, 29th Division. III Army 

Killed in action: 24/04/1917  

Service No: G/14396  

David was the brother of Arthur Brookes . For family details see the 

section on Arthur Brookes. He was born in Hammersmith in 1899 

according to the 1901 census.. 

 David, appears in the 23rd May 1915 edition of the Essex County 

Standard, as having joined the 9th Battalion of the East Surrey 

Regiment.  However, in 1915 from the Duke of York's Royal Military 

School an early letter shows him serving with 8th Company           of the 

6th Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers; service number 14396. Both the 5th 

and 6th (Reserve) Battalions , which were formed in August 1914  in 

Hounslow, remained in UK and Ireland (6th) throughout the war. 

David would have been posted to the 2nd Battalion  Royal Fusiliers, which was a regular Battalion, when they 

moved to the Western Front after fighting at Gallipoli:-  

2 January 1916 the Division was withdrawn from Gallipoli and moved to Egypt; on the 29 March 1916 . The 

division landed at Marseilles and proceeded to the Western Front. They were involved in the Battles of the 

Somme which started on the 1st July 1916 & petered out in the mud in that November. 

The Battle of Arras, 9 April to 15 May 1917 .The British Army launched a large-scale attack at Arras as part 

of a master plan by new French Commander in Chief Robert Nivelle. Although initially successful, it soon 

bogged down and became a terribly costly affair. The British attack was against the formidable Hindenburg 

Line, to which the enemy had recently made a strategic withdrawal. It comprised several actions involving the 

29th Division :- The First Battle of the Scarpe - 9th - 14th April 1917 & the Second Battle of the Scarpe - 23rd - 

24th April 1917, where David died. 

In December 1916 Robert Nivelle replaced Joseph Joffre as Commander-in-Chief of Allied forces on the 

Western Front. Nivelle immediately began to plan a major offensive on the German front-line. An essential part 

of what became known as the Nivelle Offensive, was an attempt to capture Vimy Ridge. As the ridge was 60 



metres high, Nivelle argued that if Allied forces could control this area, they would have a commanding view of 

the German activities behind the front line. 

On the evening of 8th April, 1917, 30,000 members of the Canadian Corps began to move to the front line. At 

5.30 the next morning, 2,800 allied guns began pounding the German trenches and soon afterwards the 

Canadian infantry went over the top into No-Mans-Land. Supported by a creeping-barrage, the 1st Division, led 

by Major-General A. W. Currie, captured the Zwolfer Graben trench system within 30 minutes. After another 

hour had passed, the intermediate line south-east of Thelus was also under Canadian control.    Major-General 

L. J. Lipsett and the 3rd Division took the huge Schwaben Tunnel. However, several concrete Machine Gun 

Posts had survived, and these were causing heavy casualties. The Canadian 4th Division was especially badly 

hit. One battalion, the 87th, incurred losses of over 50% in less than a few minutes.     General Edmund Allenby 

and the British Third Army attacked on either side of Arras and the Scarpe and managed to advance 3km on the 

first day. However, progress was much slower south of the river and the Germans were able to hold the village 

strongpoint of Monch-le-Preux, against repeated British attacks. 

In an attempt to stretch German defences, General Hubert Gough and the British Fifth Army launched an attack 

further south. Even though Gough used tanks in the attack, it was repulsed by the Germans at Bullecourt. The 

Australians, also took part in this operation and suffered its worst day's losses on the Western Front.    The 

Canadians was still making good progress and by 12th April they were firmly in control of Vimy Ridge. Forced 

to the bottom of the hill, the Germans were unable to launch a successful counterattack. That night, under the 

cover of darkness, the Germans withdrew from the area.     On 14th April, Sir Douglas Haig called a halt to 

British attacks to await news of the French Aisne Offensive. When this ended in failure, the First and Third 

Armies were ordered to try and move forward again. After two days heavy fighting another 2km was gained.    

By the time the offensive was halted at the end of May, the British had suffered heavy losses: First Army: 

46,826; Third Army: 87,226; Fifth Army: 24,608. The Canadian Corps lost a total of 11,297 men killed, missing 

or wounded. 

 

A Regimental Aid Post on the open Arras battlefield, 1917 

The initial press reports were full of false optimism:- The Times (10th April 1917) 

I have just returned to the telegraph base from seeing as much as the opening phase of the battle as it is possible 

to see of the action on a wide front. Details of the progress of the fighting after our first assault are yet lacking, 

but we know that we have broken the German lines everywhere and the prisoners in good numbers are already 

coming in.    It was like the days of the beginning of the Battle of the Somme again, and the Battle of Arras, if 

that is what it is to be called may prove no less disastrous to the Germans. Such a battle as has begun this 

morning cannot be fought without heavy casualties. We must be reconciled to that in advance. But the enemy 

will suffer more than we, and we shall break him here as we broke him on the Somme. 

William Beach Thomas reported the offensive at Arras in the Daily Mail (10th April, 1917) 

Near Arras our troops leapt to the attack in the midst of such artillery fire as the world has never seen. It was 

accompanied by an onslaught of strange engines of war, while overhead, as soon as the clouds allowed, our 

aeroplanes, moving at 130 miles an hour, rushed to tackle any German machines they could find.    From this 

vantage-point, where the full panorama from Vimy to Tilloy was etched in flames, I write immediately after 

watching the first storming. It is too early to give more than partial news, but the famous divisions directly in 



front of me, both of which I had before seen throw themselves on an entrenched and buttressed enemy, went 

straight through to their goal 

  

 

David was entitled to the 1914-1915 Star; the1914-1920 British War Medal and the 1914-1919 Allied Victory 

Medal. 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Bay 3. Memorial: ARRAS 

MEMORIAL 

The Arras Memorial is in the 

Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, 

which is in the Boulevard du 

General de Gaulle in the western 

part of the town of Arras. The 

cemetery is near the Citadel, 

approximately 2 kilometres due 

west of the railway station. 

Historical Information: The 

French handed over Arras to 

Commonwealth forces in the 

spring of 1916 and the system of 

tunnels upon which the town is 

built were used and developed in 

preparation for the major 

offensive planned for April 1917. 

The Commonwealth section of 



the FAUBOURG D'AMIENS CEMETERY was begun in March 1916, behind the French military cemetery 

established earlier. It continued to be used by field ambulances and fighting units until November 1918. The 

cemetery was enlarged after the Armistice when graves were brought in from the battlefields and from two 

smaller cemeteries in the vicinity. The cemetery contains 2,651 Commonwealth burials of the First World War. 

In addition, there are 30 war graves of other nationalities, most of them German. During the Second World War, 

Arras was occupied by United Kingdom forces headquarters until the town was evacuated on 23 May 1940. 

Arras then remained in German hands until retaken by Commonwealth and Free French forces on 1 September 

1944. The cemetery contains seven Commonwealth burials of the Second World War. The graves in the French 

military cemetery were removed after the First World War to other burial grounds and the land they had 

occupied was used for the construction of the Arras Memorial and Arras Flying Services Memorial. The 

ARRAS MEMORIAL commemorates almost 35,000 servicemen from the United Kingdom, South Africa and 

New Zealand who died in the Arras sector between the spring of 1916 and 7 August 1918, the eve of the 

Advance to Victory, and have no known grave. The most conspicuous events of this period were the Arras 

offensive of April-May 1917, and the German attack in the spring of 1918. Canadian and Australian servicemen 

killed in these operations are commemorated by memorials at Vimy and Villers-Bretonneux. A separate 

memorial remembers those killed in the Battle of Cambrai in 1917. The ARRAS FLYING SERVICES 

MEMORIAL commemorates nearly 1,000 airmen of the Royal Naval Air Service, the Royal Flying Corps, and 

the Royal Air Force, either by attachment from other arms of the forces of the Commonwealth or by original 

enlistment, who were killed on the whole Western Front and who have no known grave. Both cemetery and 

memorial were designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, with sculpture by Sir William Reid Dick. 

EDITORS NOTES :- 

The original list of names in Saint Andrew's referred to Arthur and David Brookes with an "e". However, press 

cuttings from the Essex County Standard show "Brooks". & this general confusion exists in the source 

documents . This has been clarified by the family, who retained letters with the envelopes showing the service 

numbers of  both David & his brother Arthur. References:- We are indebted to the Commonwealth War Grave 

Commission for the picture of the Calais  Cemetery. Details on David are from the CWGC, the Essex County 

Standard, the CD Rom "Soldiers Died". Description of  battle from http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWarras2.htm 

 

These pages are dedicated to the memory of the Fallen from the two World Wars, who lived in Abberton 


